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President Vandenschrik, your Excellency, Deputy Minister, Veronika, ladies and gentlemen, 
good morning. I’m really delighted to be here with you for the opening of the European Food 
Banks Federation Annual Convention. I would like to say a few words first about how we see 
the role of the Food Banks, then some words about our Farm to Fork Strategy, which is our 
sustainable food strategy within the EU, and then something about the UN Food Systems 
Summit, which I think we’re all looking forward to. 
 
But I’d like to start by really underlining the importance of Food Banks. And thank you all for 
your crucial role during the COVID-19 crisis where you’ve been helping to address food security 
in what have been really difficult conditions. I think that Veronika has just spoken about that 
from the heart, in terms of how difficult it has been for everyone. But also, you spoke about the 
challenges and how this shows how strong we can be and come through this crisis. But I think 
from the outset of the crisis, the Food Banks and their partner charities reacted very quickly to 
the increased demand for food aid and the challenge of recovering and redistributing food 
surplus to those in need. And despite a shortage of volunteers and protective equipment – you 
remember right back at the beginning of the crisis – and other resources, through close 
cooperation with farmers and with food businesses in the way that only you know how to do, 
you’ve helped to save precious food resources from being wasted. I think this was a time when 
the strong links between our health, our ecosystems, our supply chains and may I say, it’s a big 
word to say, but our planetary boundaries have been clearer than ever. And the crisis has 
revealed how dependent the lives of producers, companies and citizens are on a resilient and 
well-functioning food supply chain. We need to urgently transform our food system and make 
it sustainable, because no food system can be resilient until it is sustainable. 
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So, the Farm to Fork Strategy, which we’ve been working on since May 2020, tries to precisely 
address this need. It takes an integrated food systems approach, something that has been long 
talked about but now put into practice, looking all the way along the food supply chain. And it 
tries to set out a strategic vision for where we want to go and how we can get there.  
 
It looks at the three different parts of sustainability – the environment, social and economic 
dimensions – simultaneously. The strategy aims to create a sustainable food system where 
healthy options are affordable and available to consumers and where a fair earning is 
guaranteed to all economic operators of the food chain. So, we have affordable food, and we 
also have farmers who are well paid for the work that they do. As I think the Food Banks have 
witnessed on the ground, the pandemic has had important economic and social repercussions 
and the Farm to Fork Strategy, as part of the European Green Deal, will also try and support 
the economic recovery. 
 
This crisis has shown that food security is of the utmost importance and as part of its first 
actions under the Farm to Fork Strategy, the Commission has started work on developing a 
contingency plan for ensuring food supply and food security to be put in place in times of crisis. 
In addition to risk assessments and management measures during crisis, the plan sets up a food 
crisis response mechanism coordinated by the Commission and the Member States. And here 
I would really like to very warmly thank FEBA for its contribution during the consultation 
meetings on this food security contingency plan. And it has been our honour as DG SANTE to 
put you, FEBA, at the heart of that work. 

 
The other overarching action on which the Commission has already started working is the 
Framework on Sustainable Food Systems. This is our flagship initiative, which we committed to 
adopt by 2023, which aims to lay down common definitions and general principles for a 
sustainable food system and to address all the responsibilities of the actors in the food chain 
and progressively raise sustainability standards. Establishing a food system which is 
sustainable requires active engagement from all actors. Many of the legislative initiatives 
which we intend to do under the Farm to Fork Strategy will take time to be negotiated, to be 
adopted and to come into force but of course, you know better than I do, that the urgency is 
here with us today. So, we are also working with the food sector to try and increase the 
availability  affordability of sustainable food and drink options through something that we call 
the Code of Conduct. The Commission is working on this now actively during this month and 
next, and we hope that it will be adopted by June this year. Through the Code of Conduct, we 
are trying to get voluntary commitments from food companies and organisations to take very 
specific actions on health and sustainability and this includes, of course, the very critical area 
that you are all involved in, in terms of reducing food waste. 
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We need, of course, not just actions in terms of the food chain, but we need to look at the "Fork" 
part of things as well. We need a shift in people’s diets. We want to try and make the 
sustainable choice, the easiest choice. That is one of our objectives under the Farm to Fork 
Strategy, and the creation of a favourable food environment should make it easier to choose 
healthy and sustainable diets, which will benefit consumers’ health and quality of life, and 
reduce the health-related costs for society. 
 
So, as you know, reducing food losses and food waste is an integral part of the Farm to Fork 
Strategy. And that is why we will take a very important step forward of proposing legally 
binding targets to reduce food waste in the EU by 2023, as part of the sustainable food 
framework that I mentioned. Importantly, Member States are already obliged to measure and 
report on food waste levels, but this is just the beginning; we have to go beyond that. 
 
Well around, I am afraid, still 20% of food produced in the EU is lost or wasted. 33 million 
people, we know, still cannot afford a quality meal every second day. And wasting food is, I 
think, quite simply inexcusable from an ethical perspective, as well as considering the 
unnecessary pressure it places on our ecosystem and on our climate. The Commission has 
adopted EU guidelines to facilitate food donation and is currently amending EU food hygiene 
rules to lay down certain requirements to promote and facilitate food donation. By 
redistributing safe food, we can fight hunger and save valuable resources which might 
otherwise be wasted. And I think in this endeavour, of course, we aim to be your partner. You 
are a very active member of the EU Platform on Food Losses and Food Waste. You have 
contributed to the dissemination of our guidelines and the drafting of the recommendations. 
Measuring the effectiveness of what you do is one of the key principles of your work and we 
are very happy to support by means of an action grant, your efforts to collect and share data 
on food redistribution. 

 
Today and tomorrow, during this Annual Convention, you have the opportunity to contribute 
to the global food systems agenda by proposing key actions needed towards sustainable 
transformation. The transformation is in full swing. It will affect all of us and we need everyone 
on board. Your role is crucial. In your daily activities you collaborate with different stages of 
the food supply chain, and you help to extend the value of food, so you are really ideally placed 
in terms of influencing other actors in the food chain. Your actions contribute very specifically 
to the achievement of the global Sustainable Development Goals. We talk a lot about that, we 
talk a lot about the goals, but I think you are one of the few organisations and groupings on 
the planet who can say that you really do directly contribute to those Sustainable 
Development Goals. I think you have your unique position. You have these two days now of a 
conference to deliver very valuable recommendations to the United Nations Food Systems 
Summit. We support you in doing this. We support you for the good of global food systems but 
also, I think, for much more than that, even for the good of the planet. 
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So, I warmly engage everybody who is present to actively engage in tomorrow’s dedicated 
workshops and the discussions today, to help shape this input for the Summit and I wish you 
very fruitful discussions. Thank you very much. 
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